306	THE GOLDEN LOTUS
Great Lady spends all her time in her own room and acts as
though she were deaf and dumb. Whenever we go and say
anything to her, she says: 'You are mistaken.* "
Tower of Jade could not help laughing. "How do you
manage to get all this information?'* she said.
"It's common gossip," Golden Lotus said. "Everybody
knows it. If you bury a body in the snow, it always turns up
again when the snow melts.'*
"She said her husband was dead/' Tower of Jade said.
"Who is this husband, then?"
"The clouds never disperse unless there is wind," Golden
Lotus said, "and business is never done without telling a lot
of lies. She would never have got the job if she hadn't deceived
us. You remember what she looked like when she first came.
Half starved, yellow faced, as thin as a lath, an$ her limbs
shaking. Now she has enjoyed good food for a couple of years
she starts stealing our husband. If we don't put a stop to it,
she will have a baby one of these days, and, if that happens,
where shall we be? And whose baby would it be?"
"There is something"'in what you say," Tower of Jade said,
laughing. They stayed talking for a while and then went to
the inner court to play chess.
One afternoon, Hsi-mSn Ch'ing reached Ch'ing Ho. He
told P£n IV and Wang Ching to take the luggage home, and
went with Captain Ho to the office. He helped to make the
necessary arrangements there, then mounted his horse and
rode home.
The Moon Lady received him in the hall and gave him
water to wash his face. He ordered a maid to set up a table
in the courtyard that he might offer incense to Heaven and
Earth in thanksgiving for his safe return. The Moon Lady
asked him why he did this.
"Oh, it was terrible,'* Hsi-m£n Ch'ing said, "I very nearly
lost my life. On the twenty-third, when we had crossed the
Yellow River and come to the place called the Town of the
Eight Corners, there was a frightful storm. Dust and sand
filled our eyes and we could make no progress at all. It was
late and for a hundred miles we had not seen a soul. We were
alarmed,because we had so much luggage and we were afraid

